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USF Hosts Race Lecture with VIP Speaker 

TAMPA, Fla. (Jan. 24, 2015)– Award-winning actor, director and playwright Tyler Perry 
will speak at a free lecture on race relations November 14, 8:30 p.m. at the University of 
South Florida Sun Dome. 

USF is one of the 40 most diverse universities in the country according to U.S. News & 
World Report’s diversity index. Despite this, many students still face adversity when it 
comes to race and ethnicity. According to the USF Diversity and Gender Equality annual 
report, many students find it difficult to speak openly about racial issues. USF is opening 
the lines of communication, urging students to speak up about race issues by hosting 
award-winning playwright, screenwriter, director and actor Tyler Perry—a man who has 
devoted his life’s work to furthering entertainment for African American communities. 

“I’m honored to have Mr. Perry present. Students can gain a lot of insight from the 
important topics he has illustrated throughout his works and life,” said USF President, 
Judy Genshaft. 

Perry’s works are usually considered to be in the gospel church genre, a style that is very 
important to many African-American communities. His movies and television shows, 
while showcasing worship, also focus on community and family ties, family values and 
love. He is an avid supporter of local community programs, often donating to recreational 
facilities and underprivileged children. Perry is also known as one of the most prominent 
directors to establish careers for African Americans both on and off the screen.  

The event is free and open to the public but due to a large expected turnout, registration is 
required and can be completed online at www.RSVPlink.com. Parking will cost five 
dollars for those without a USF parking pass. Attendees should print out their 
reservations and have them ready at the door.  

The Sun Dome is located at 4202 E. Fowler Ave., Tampa. 
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Perry will speak at 8:30 p.m. for an hour before closing up with questions from the 
audience.  

### 

About USF 
 
The University of South Florida is a high-impact, global research university dedicated to 
student success. USF is a Top 50 research university among both public and private 
institutions nationwide in total research expenditures, according to the National Science 
Foundation. Serving nearly 48,000 students, the USF System has an annual budget of 
$1.5 billion and an annual economic impact of $4.4 billion. USF is a member of the 
American Athletic Conference. 

Letter to the Editor: 

Brief media interviews are able after the Q&A but reporters must reserve interviews 24 
hours ahead by e-mailing mediacontact@usf.org or calling 876-103-6792. Photographs 
will be permitted during the interview. 
	  

 

 


