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The Power of Words in Different Worlds 

It was a rainy, humid night when Ajla Subasic entered a local Hess station in St. Petersburg. 
Although she went in to get some snacks, she left with a feeling of indecisiveness. 

Her cashier was a longtime friend, whom she casually conversed with about the current life paths 
they were taking. Subasic was planning on leaving St. Petersburg the following night to study 
international relations at Florida International University in Miami. She wanted to help others 
around the world, and in all her searching; international relations seemed the only way to do 
what she wanted. 

“That’s as close as I’m going to get, I thought. It just seemed like the safe choice,” Subasic 
reflected. 

Her friend on the other hand, was ecstatic to study public relations- he too was excited to help 
people. Intrigued, Subasic decided to research the public relations field that night. Little did she 
know, she would never look back. The next day, she cancelled her classes at FIU, cancelled the 
lease on her apartment and applied to the University of South Florida’s School of Mass 
Communications.  

It took one conversation to change her life plans. But Ajla Subasic was no rookie to change. In 
fact, her whole world turned upside down when she was five.  A Bosnian native, Subasic became 
a war refugee in 1997 when a civil war plagued the Balkans. Barely old enough for school, she 
immigrated to Florida with her parents with only the clothes on her back and $200 to her 
family’s name. 

“It was hard. We didn’t have anything. I remember sleeping on the floor once,” said Subasic.  

However, despite the lackluster conditions, Subasic’s parents found local jobs in the St. 
Petersburg area and eventually fostered an environment where Subasic could grow. In speaking 
to her, you would never know English was not her native tongue. Subasic’s parents had a more 
difficult time establishing their lives in America, but they always made sure to emphasize the 
importance of education to their daughter. 

“My dad would tell me that I could do anything with education. But without it- it would be like 
being stuck in a box where you know you’re capable of doing something but just never get the 
chance to,” Subasic remembered.  

By 2013, Subasic had spent most of her life in America. She attended St. Petersburg Community 
College and earned an associate in arts degree. A woman of high academic performance and 
determination, Subasic was set on attending Florida International University to study 
international relations for a long time. She could not believe what came over her the night she 
made her fateful decision, but she knew from an early age that being adaptable was not up for 
debate. 
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 “I had no idea what I was doing, but it felt right,” she said, “I knew that was all that really 
mattered.” 

In the fall of 2012, Subasic attended USF, studying Mass Communications with a focus on 
Public Relations. An avid writer, she soon realized her dreams of helping others and raising 
awareness were possible. Her education empowered her and Subasic decided to put it to use by 
working for Organizing for America. There, she organized small teams of volunteers who 
advocated for healthcare and education reform. However, her philanthropy would bring her to 
new adventures. 

Since 2012, Subasic has been involved with Awake Pinellas and Action Florida which are both 
nonprofits aimed at reforming health, immigrant and educational legislature. At Action Florida, 
she met St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman,who asked her to be a part of his campaign team. 
Although, she politely declined, Subasic set her eyes on interning for Oasis: Network of New 
Tampa. There she helped raise funds and plan events to meet ONNT’s goals of providing basic 
necessities to needy children in Pinellas. She also interned in the social media and marketing 
department for the Grand Central District Association in St. Petersburg, which was a resource 
association for local businesses.  

Subasic held public relations jobs at five non-profits before she began her first formal class at 
USF. Her most recent one, with AARP's Corporate Communications team, began in 2013. 

AARP is a non-profit organization that fights for the social and legislative rights of people 50-
plus in America. They also host events for local seniors to help them navigate life changes and 
get involved in the community. It was at AARP where Subasic grew as a public relations 
practitioner, writer and activist. From writing news releases and media advisories to securing 
media venues and driving social media engagements, Subasic developed a network of 
relationships with St. Petersburg’s opinion leaders. Her friendly personality, desire for social 
change and diligent work ethic inspired her colleagues. Following her graduation from USF in 
the fall of 2014, Subasic was offered a position as the PR Coordinator for AARP’s corporate 
office. 

“I loved what I did at AARP. I saw change happen and I was able to help,” said Subasic. She 
said she was thankful for the opportunity to work in a place that would pave the way for 
everyone’s future and even more grateful to continue her work there. 

Subasic believes that her education at USF was a driving force in developing her skills for the 
public relations profession. She sees education as the gateway to making the world a better place. 
Currently, she is continuing her education through an online graduate degree in global strategic 
communications at FIU. Her expected graduation date is the fall of 2015. 

“I don’t think I would have had the same opportunities if I stayed in Bosnia,” said Subasic. “But 
I do want to use what I learned to give back.” Subasic said that there are many Muslim woman 
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like her, that might never have a chance at an education because society or relatives pressure 
them into only being wives and mothers. 

Subasic hopes to one day start a non-profit organization for female education awareness in the 
Middle East. It would provide resources and counseling for Muslim women that feel they are 
unable or unworthy of an education. Although Subasic has had this goal for a while, she believed 
international relations was the only way to achieve it. Luckily for her, she was flexible. 

“One conversation changed my life, but it’ll take many more to change the lives of women in the 
Middle East.” 

 

 


